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The HSJS is a community institution that attracts and welcomes 8th ɀ 12th grade students 
from the entire Greater Western New York area.  This includes individuals affiliated with 
synagogues and havurot, as well as individuals not affiliated with a particular Jewish 
institution or organization.  The students embrace a wide range of personal approaches to 
Judaism and have the unique opportunity to meet Jews of various affiliations and to learn 
about, experience and understand the broad spectrum of Jewish practice. 
 
As a community institution, the HSJS is able to bring together the total resources of the 
Jewish community to ensure the highest quality of Jewish high school education.  HSJS staff 
members are rabbis, cantors, educators, and other Jewish role models in the community.  
They represent all branches of Judaism and are known for their commitment to and respect 
for Judaism. 

 

 
 
The High School of Jewish Studies seeks to identify and engage Jewish high school 
youth in the community and to provide classes and experiences in a broad range 
of Judaic studies.  The school dedicates itself to encouraging a lifetime of Jewish 
ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÎÃÅȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ +ȭÌÁÌ Yisrael, the 
community of Israel.  The program strives to instill Jewish values and ethical 
behavior in response to the challenges of the secular world. 

 Registration 

Read through this catalog thoroughly.  You are encouraged to register by completing the 

on-line registration and health forms OR downloading and returning them to the High 

School of Jewish Studies office by mail as soon as possible.  You may also register in person 
at the Bureau of Jewish Education during regular office hours.  Some operating systems 
may have a problem completing the forms and e-mailing them to us; if so, after completing 
the forms, please print them out and mail to the BJE. 

IN ORDER TO ENSURE FIRST CHOICES, YOU SHOULD REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  Classes will be 
assigned on a first -come, first-served and space available basis.  All elective classes must 
have a minimum enrollment of six (6) students.   To be fully registered, tuition payment 
must accompany your completed registration form, as well as the Health Form filled out and 
signed, unless other arrangements are made (see below).  

 
PLEASE NOTE: You may deduct $15.00 from your tuition if the application and full payment are 

received by September 8, 2010.  In the event that full payment presents a financial difficulty, 
arrangements for a deferred payment schedule may be made through the office.  Limited 
tuition assistance is available.  The Tuition Assistance form should be completed and 
returned to Evie Weinstein at the BJE with your registration and will be kept in strictest 
confidence. 
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Special Needs / Inclusion 

At the High School of Jewish Studies we believe that every Jewish teenager, without 
exception, has the right to an appropriate Jewish education.  Please contact Jill Ginsburg at 
923-0020 or jill@bjebuffalo.org for more information. 

 Time and Location 

The HSJS meets Wednesday evening at the Temple Beth Zion Broder Center for Jewish 
Education, 700 Sweet Home Road, Amherst, New York 14226, from 6:30 ɀ 8:30 PM. 

 Staying in Touch 

Frequent and open communication helps us to improve our school and better meet your 
needs.  The HSJS can be reached in the following ways: 

 Telephone:  923-0020, M-F: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Evie Weinstein, Principal                                                                
Bette Davidson, Administrator 

 Calls will be received at 903-6946, Wednesday Evening Only,  between  

5:00 PM and 8:30 PM, WHEN SCHOOL IS IN SESSION! 

 Mail:  HSJS, Bureau of Jewish Education, 805 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo 
New York 14209 

 FAX:  886-7152 
 E-mail: evie@bjebuffalo.org or  bette@bjebuffalo.org 

 Visitors 

We welcome visitors to the High School of Jewish Studies.  Guests of students are permitted 
to attend a class, subject to prior arrangement with the principal.  Guests must register upon 
arrival and be introduced to the principal and the instructor before the class begins. 

 Tuition and Refund Policy 

1. $480 for the Wednesday night program 
2. $20 discount for each sibling = $460 

The fee includes books and materials for most classes, except where noted. Refunds of 

tuition will be given according to the following formula: 

1st week withdrawal     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  90% 

2nd week withdrawal     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75% 
3rd week withdrawal     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50% 
4th week withdrawal    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25% 

We are not able to offer refunds to students who withdraw from the program after the 
fourth (4 th) week of classes.  For tuition assistance please see the Tuition Assistance Form. 

 

 

 

Please make every effort to have your child arrive on time.  Late arrival is very 
disruptive for everyone. 

NO STUDENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE EARLY WITHOUT A WRITTEN 
REQUEST BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN. 
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 Changing Classes 

4ÒÁÎÓÆÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÏÎ Á ȰÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȱ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌȭÓ ÏÒ 
ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ Á ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÌÉÐȟ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ the 
principal or administrator, to permit a student to transfer into the class.  After the third 
session of each class, students may not transfer from one course to another. 

 Independent Study 

Under exceptional circumstances, a student may arrange to earn credit at the HSJS through 
guided independent study.  A student seeking to earn credits this way must submit an 
independent study contract to the principal before the semester begins.  The contract must 
describe:  (1) which teacher will supervise the independent study; (2) what the content of 
the work will be; (3) how the work will be evaluated; (4) the reason for the independent 
study. 

 Graduation 

The High School of Jewish Studies graduation ceremony wil l be held on 

Wednesday, May 4, 2011. 

A student must attend the HSJS (or an equivalent program in a religious school or Kadimah) 

for a minimum of four years (grades 8 12) to graduate. 

 Graduation from the HSJS requires attendance through 12th grade. 

There is a required $35 graduation fee for all students receiving graduation diplomas. 

 Use of Temple Beth Zion and Temple Beth Am 

We are guests of Temple Beth Zion and Temple Beth Am.  Please respect these facilities and 
the materials in the classrooms and open spaces.  Please tidy up after yourself and follow all 
rules regarding building access.  

 Israel Information 

Have we got money for YOU  a ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÅÅÎ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÔÏ Israel! 

! ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÃÁÎ ÓÈÁÐÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ call Jill Ginsburg 
at the Bureau, 923-0020, for further information about the many opportunities, grants and 
scholarships available to make a teen summer trip to Israel more affordable.  An Israel 
Information Night will be held on Wednesday, March 2, at 6:00 PM for all students. 

ü THE USE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS, ALCOHOL OR THE POSSESSION OF WEAPONS IS 
STRICTLY FORBIDDEN AND WILL RESULT IN DISCIPLINARY ACTION.   

ü BULLYING OF ANY TYPE WILL NOT BE TOLERATED! 

 

3 



Snow Closing Information 
Cancellation of classes will be announced on WBEN radio (930) and 
Channels 2, 4 and 7, and if time allows, by our automated telephone 
system. 

 S.A.T. Test Center 

The Bureau of Jewish Education is a test site for the S.A.T. exams.  We will 
host the SAT examinations at Temple Beth Tzedek, 621 Getzville Road, Amherst, on the 
following Sundays:  

o November 7, 2010 
o December 5, 2010 
o March 13, 2011 
o May 8, 2011 
o June 5, 2011 

Exam begins:  8:00 AM (Building opens at 7:30 AM) Tests may be canceled if registration is 
less than three students. 

Please contact Mary McCarthy at Educational Testing Service at (609) 771-7525 for additional 
information or to register for the exam on one of the Sundays listed above. 

 4ÈÅ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ *Å×ÉÓÈ 4ÅÅÎȭÓ 0ÈÏÎÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÙ 

"ȭÎÁÉ B'rith Hillel Foundation 639-8361 

Education Department, Anti-Defamation League (212) 885-7775 

College Education Dept., Union for Reform Judaism (212) 249-0100 

High School of Jewish Studies, Evie Weinstein, Principal 923-0020 

Holocaust Resource Center (Sylvia Schwartz, Executive Director) 634-9535 

Israel Aliyah Center (604) 266-5333 

Israel Consulate (415) 398-8885 

Israel Programs and Scholarships (BJE, Jill Ginsburg) 923-0020 

Israel Government Tourist Office (212) 499-5660 

Jewish Family Service (Counseling and Resources) 883-1914 

Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo 886-7750 

National Conference of Synagogue Youth, Orthodox 634-3108 

North American Federation of Temple Youth, Reform 

 Temple Beth Am 633-8877 

 Temple Beth Zion 836-6565 

United Synagogue Youth, Conservative 

 Temple Beth Tzedek 838-3232 

Temple Sinai Youth Group 834-0708 

World Zionist Organization (800) 27ISRAEL 
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ATTENTION ALL JEWISH TEENS IN GRADES 11 AND 12 

Join the College Caravan and enjoy a taste of college with your friends! 

 College tours ɀ free to participants! 

 Meet with Jewish students on campus and see what is 
happening Jewishly! 

 Kosher lunch and snacks provided    

 Dates and times: Buses will leave 
from the Broder Building at 9:00 AM.  
Return times will vary.                

  

 

 

 

Introducing Ben Charlton 

Ben, a new member of our faculty, is originally from Bethesda, Maryland.  Ben moved to 
"ÕÆÆÁÌÏ ÉÎ ΤΡΡΨ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÔ 5"ȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÐÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÉÎ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓȢ  (ÉÓ 
enthusiasm and dedication to Judaism were a welcome addition to Hillel of Buffalo, where 
he spent a year and a half as student president.  His involvement in the Buffalo Jewish 
community has continued to grow as a Hebrew teacher at Temple Beth Zion and the Machar 
youth advisor at Temple Beth Tzedek.  Ben is excited to work with the HSJS, where he can 
share his Jewish pride with the students. 
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Sunday 
October 3 ɀ Rochester/Geneseo 
October 17 ɀ Ithaca/Cornell 
November 14 ɀ Binghamton (2 Kosher meals provided) 
November 21 ɀ Syracuse 
*There will be a Wednesday evening visit to UB in October.    
   Date and time to be announced. 



 

 

 

 

#ÁÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ Hebrew High on Wednesday nights  
and want to be confirmed? 

 

This Alternative Program is for YOU! 
 

Tuesday Afternoons 
Temple Beth Am 

4660 Sheridan Drive 

From 4:30 ɀ 6:00 PM 

Classes meet twice a month 
ɇ One class each month will be with a rabbi         

ɇ One class each month will be experiential,  

 hands-on and fun 

ɇ Students will be required to earn points towards confirmation by attending 
Jewish events, Synagogue services or participation in community service 
projects, and youth groups. 

ɇ Temple Beth Am students are required to attend Giborim (8th grade) and 
Kehilah (9th Grade) Sunday programs, plus the scheduled Havdalah services.   
These two programs will meet the required points towards confirmation. 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

September 28 January 18 

October 5 February 8 

October 19 February 15 

November 9 March 8 

November 30 March 22 

December 7 April 5 

December 14 April 12 

January 4 May 3 

 
You must register for the Alternative Program on the 

HSJS Registration Form.  Complete all the forms required 
in this catalog (Registration, Health, Tuition Assistance forms.) 

 
If you have any questions, please call Evie Weinstein at 

923-0020 for more information. 
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6:30 ɀ 8:30 PM 

 

All classes begin promptly as scheduled.  Our educational program is best served               
when students are in their seats and ready to begin at the appointed time. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Each synagogue has a required first period course for students.   

Grades 9 - 11: If you are unaffiliated with a synagogue, you may register 
for one of the first period non-Confirmation electives (see Page 8). 

Required classes for all students in Grades 8 and 12 
 

 
1 CREDIT ɂ Full Year               

This class will be a round-robin of two 14-week sessions.  Each student will rotate through 
both of these courses during the year. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO RELIGION AND CULTURE 
Cantor Sharon Colbert 

Do you ever wonder why various Jewish people express their 
Jewishness differently?  Do you ever wonder why Jewish people do 
certain things?  Do you ever walk into a synagogue and have no idea 
what everyone is doing?  Do you ever hear unusual Jewish terms, 
expressions or words and wonder what they mean?  Judaism can be confusing, but it is also 
a very rich and exciting religion about which there is much to learn.  This exciting class will 
answer questions through music, prayer and fun to find answers while learning new things 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙȟ ÒÉÔÕÁÌÓȟ ÈÏ× ÔÏȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȢ 

 
HISTORY ALIVE: JEWS IN THE NEWS 
Marta Braiterman 

Using broadcast, internet and textbooks, our exploration of recent 
and current Jewish world events will evaluate 2010-2011 in terms of 
)ÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ the Obama administration, the changing face of 
anti-Semitism and Jewish contributions in the Arts and Sciences. 
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Each synagogue requires a first period course for 9th-10th grade students.  
Students may only register for the class offered by their synagogue. 

If you are unaffiliated with a synagogue, you may register for one  
of the first period non-Confirmation electives (see Page 8). 

 

    
  
 
TEMPLE BETH AM, TEMPLE BETH 
ZION AND TEMPLE SINAI 
PRE-CONFIRMATION CLASS  
Susan Goldberg Pardo 
1 CREDITɀ Full Year 

Teens wrestle with questions concerning 
G-d.  This course will discuss the image of 
G-d that you have been taught or believed 
since you were a child, and you will ponder 
a new G-d image that you are beginning to 
develop.  Learn more about the world 
around your religion and your own 
personal beliefs. 

 

TEMPLE BETH TZEDEK 
CONFIRMATION CLASS  
Rabbi Perry Netter 
1 CREDITɀ Full Year               

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

TEMPLE BETH AM 
CONFIRMATION CLASS  
Rabbi Irwin Tanenbaum 
1 CREDITɀ Full Year               
 
TEMPLE BETH TZEDEK 
CONFIRMATION CLASS  
Rabbi Perry Netter 
1 CREDITɀ Full Year               

 

TEMPLE BETH ZION 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld,  
Rabbi Laurie Green 
1 CREDITɀ Full Year               
 

TEMPLE SINAI 
AFFIRMATION CLASS 
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein 

1 CREDITɀ Full Year               
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